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169.072 UNAUTHORTZED MAILBOX INSTALLATION.

Subdivision l. Publlc hizrrd, A mrilbox installation or support on a public highway that does not meet

the breakaway and location standards contsined in rules adopted under suMivision 2 is dcclarcd to bc a

public nuisancc, a road hazard, and a danger to ths health 8nd safety ofthe travcling Public.

Subd. 2. Strndgdr; rulemeking' The commissioner shall by Jrnuary l, | 993 
' 
adopt rules that provide

for standards and permissible locations of mailbox installations and supports otr I shcct or highway. The

comrnissiono shall bas€ the rules substantially on fcdcral highway administration rcgulations or

recommendations, or othcr national standards or recommefldations r€gltding the locotion and constructiol
of safc, brcakaway mailbox installations or $pports. lD .dopting tbc rulcs, tlrc commissioner shall consider

the safety of the 
'traveling 

public relative lo the convenicocc and cxpenrc of owncrs of nonconforming

mailbox installrtions or supports. The commissioncr may pmvidc for alteraativc strndards to sllow variaoces

from the nrles.

Subd.3. Removrl, trotlce. (a) After adoption of lhe rules authorized undcr suMivision 2, the

commissioner or a road authority as deftncd in section 160.02, subdivision 25, may remove 8nd re?lace a

mailbox installation or support thal is (l) located on a stect or highway undcr the jurisdiction of the

commissioner or road aurhoriry, and (2) does not conform to the rules adopted under subdivision 2. The

commissioncr or road authority may remove and replace ! nonconforming mailbox insrallation or support

not less thrD 60 days after giving notice, by personal noticc or ccrtified mail to the owncr or the rcsidcnt al

the addross r.t".d by the raailbox, of is intent to rqnovc and replace the insullation or. support. The

commissioner or road authority may chargc the owner or resident not morc than $75 for the cost of the

removal and replacement.

(b) Thc notice musr at a minimum:

( I ) inform the owner of the nonoonforming instaUation or suppo(

(2) inform thc owner or resident of the applicablc law and rules, including the nrlcs that contain tfie

standards for rnailbox installations and supporu on public streets aad hiShwrys;

(3) inform the owncr or rcsident that the owner or resident must remove thc installation or support or

bring it into compliance with the rules within 60 days of the datc of th€ noticei

(4) inform thc o*ter or rcsident ofthe applicable laws and rules and the stodards for mailbox installations

and suppons on public sreets and trighwii', and pmvide plans or diagrams of oxamplcs of conforming

installations or supports;

(5) inform thc owncr or resident thar if the nonconforming insrallation or support is not rcmoved or

replaced within 60 days ofthe date ofthc notice, the comrnissioner or road authority may rcrnove and replace

the installrtion or suppon at a cost ofup to $75 lo the owncr or rcsiden; and

(6) inform the owner or rcsident that whcre thc rcplacerneot is made in conjunction with certain federally

aiaea iriglway construcrion projects the r€placement may be made at plrtial or no cost to thc owner or

resident.
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