WADENA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS'SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 7,2022

The Wadena County Board of Commissioners' Meeting was held on March 7,2022 in the
Wadena County Court House, 415 Jefferson St. S., Wadena, MN 56482. The meeting was
called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairperson Kangas and all present recited the Pledge of

Allegiance.
Present were: Commissioners Jon Kangas, Murlyn Kreklau, Sheldon Monson, Mike Weyer,

Bill

Miller, Ralph
Miller, Curt Folkestad, Roger Folkestad, Ken Mudek, Brian Roth, Wadena Pioneer Journal
reporter Rebecca Mitchell.
Stearns, County Coordinator Ryan Odden, County Attorney Kyra Ladd, Rosalie

Amend/Approve the day's Agenda: Moved by Commissioner Monson, seconded by
Commissioner Weyer to approve the day's agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment Period on Establishing Appointed Office of County Recorder:
Rosalie Miller addressed the board and stated that is our Right to Vote and she does not want that
taken away. If elected the person must live in Wadena County and if appointed, they can live
anywhere.
Ralph Miller agrees with what Rosalie said. He would like to point out that appointments can
lead to friends and relatives being hired over others that would be qualified. Some of the past
appointments have not worked out so well.

Curt Folkestad feels that Elected County Employees need to live in the County and that helps the
area. He wants to retain our right to vote for as many things as possible.
Roger Folkestad agrees with what has already been stated and feels that the public should have
the right to vote for as many offices as they are allowed to vote for.

Ken Mudek agrees that citizens should have the right to vote for this office. He is worried about

family members working for the county.
Brian Roth believes that this should be brought to the general public for them to make the
decision as to whether it should be elected or appointed.
Chairperson Kangas explained the Recorder's position can be changed to an appointed position
by the State Statues. He explained that the discussion has been brought up as possible ways to

money. The board has been talking about having
duties could be divided up if the office is appointed.
save the county
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a land service

office and the

County Attomey Kyra Ladd clarified that a statue that was passed in2019 allows the county
board to make this transition now because the current recorder has informed the board of her
intent to not file for office.
There was discussion on the combining of three offices as a Land Services Office. There were
questions on whether this could happen now without the appointment of a Recorder.
Commissioner Kreklau stated that he is looking at ways to save money on the taxes for the

l0 department heads and elected officials of the
$1,000,000.00 a year. He thinks that the county needs to do something dramatic in

residents of Wadena County. He stated that the

county earn

order to save funds.
Commissioner Weyer said he wanted to hear from the public and their feelings on the issue. The
constituents of the county should have a say in the running of the county. He respects the
residents that came this evening and voiced their opinions.

Commissioner Stearns stated that all of the Department Heads in Wadena County are working
Department Heads. He said that if the Recorders duties are divided up, then the current
employee that gets those duties assigned to them will have to have their job description rewritten
and that would get them an increase in wages. He feels that the county is currently not broken, so

it does not need to change. He thinks that democracy and the right to vote need to be preserved.
Commissioner Monson stated that the Department Heads work hard and they are also working to
keep the budget in check. He received calls supporting the election of the Recorder. He sees that
the public that is at the meeting would like to keep the position an Elected Recorder.

Chairperson Kangas feels that the county is broke, we are the 3'd highest taxed county in the

state. He is willing to make the change to see if the appointed position would work. If the
appointed position does not work, in three years they can go back to an elected position.
Commissioner Kreklau stated that this option needed to be looked at, because we need to make
changes to the amount of taxation for the residents.

Roger Folkestad asked to have the question put on the ballot for all of the residents to make the
decision on the appointment or election.

Brian Roth believes that this should be a ballot question. He also thinks a better plan needs to be
made for the combination of multiple departments if that is to be supported by the public.
Chairperson Kangas asked if there was any Commissioner who would make a motion for moving
the resolution forward. No one spoke

up. Chairperson Kangas asked a second time and a third

time for anyone to make the motion on the Resolution of Establishing the Appointed Office
County Recorder. Resolution died as no one spoke to make a motion.
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Moved by Commissioner Monson, seconded by Commissioner Weyer to adjoum the meeting at
7:41 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Wadena County Coordinator

Wadena County Commissioner
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